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suitable person for the American Consulship at the Sand-
wich Islands,

"I acknowledge no little personal interest in Mr. Melville,
but apart from that, I know, from my early experience, and
from a practice of many years in Admiralty & Maritime causes,
the great importance of having a consul at the Sandwich
Islands who knows the wants of our vast Pacific Marine,
and shall stand clear of those inducements of trade consign-
ments which lead so many consuls to neglect seamen and lend
their influence indiscriminately in favour of owners and
masters.

"Mr. Melville has been all over the Pacific Ocean, in all
sorts of maritime service & has the requisite acquaintance &
interest to an unusual degree. Beyond this, his reputation,
general intelligence & agreeable manners will be sure to make
him a popular and useful officer among all our citizens who
visit the Islands. I cannot conceive of a more appropriaie
appointment, & I sincerely hope it will be given him.

"If I knew the President or the Secretary of State, person-
ally, I would take the liberty to write them. As I do not,
I beg you will use whatever influence I may have in any quar-
ter in his favour.

"Very truly yours,

"RICHARD H. DANA, JR.

"ALLAN MELVILLE, ESQ."

Melville was not appointed to a consular post in the Pacific:
so his brother Allan busied himself in looking for an appoint-
ment elsewhere, as the following letter, addressed to Hon.
Lemuel Shaw, shows:

"NEW YORK, June 11, 1853.

"My DEAR SIR:

"Yours of the 8th reached me yesterday advising me of the
recent information you have received through a confidential
source from Washington respecting a consulate for Herman.

"There can be no consulship in Italy, not even Rome, where
the fees would amount to sufficient to make it an object for
Herman to accept a position there. It was a
